Values and Beliefs
If you see the universe as scientists do then man is one small creature in the vastness of time and space.  If you examine this state as philosophers do then one inevitably asks the question, why are we here?  Part of the answer must be that we are here to enable others to pass their time more easily, joyfully, fruitfully, peacefully (you may add any number of positive adjectives here….

The best way to enable others is to enable them to empower themselves. Art/the arts/creativity is a fantastic way of achieving this as it allows people to question, reflect, connect, empathise….in fact it allows people to examine their own position in a multi-faceted way.  Therefore it is both potent and transformative.  This is one of the reasons I choose to work in the arts.  I have direct experience of this transformation, have experience of witnessing this power affect others and have acted as a conduit for enabling others.  

The multi-dimensional nature of art and creativity make this a complex process to grasp.   Arguably there are many other perhaps more practical ways to enable others:  by providing food, water, shelter, language skills – some of these cover emergency situations and may be more immediately important but might be less empowering in the long term.  The arts/art/creativity reach out to the whole person and that makes them unusual.  Following on from this…… there may be times when you can work strategically and set up frameworks for overarching interventions – typically the social construct we use for this in the UK is through large scale public sector institutions.  Or you can work directly with people, through micro interventions.  Neither is more effective, they are different and I have been lucky enough to experience both.  The disadvantage of the first is that the organisations themselves can become self serving (almost all eventually do) and at that point they cease to be sincere and are not as effective as they could be.  At that point ones energy is better used elsewhere.  

I believe that all people are equal and would want to see a society that reflects this in its structures and governance and international relations.

I believe that every person has the right to expect equality of opportunity.  And that everyone has the right to food, water, clothes, shelter, a basic education and healthcare.
I believe in a society that rewards merit.

I would want to see a progressive society that can embrace change and respect heritage.

I support the Human Rights movement with the freedom for expression, movement, association, practice of religion and language as outlined in the International Conventions.
I think in most cases peace and dialogue is preferable to conflict and silence.
I believe one should treat others as one would wish to be treated.
To the best of my knowledge I try and accept work on the basis of these values, beliefs and principles.   I believe it is on the basis of these judgements that one can determine integrity.
The only person one has to satisfy in this is oneself….but of course one hopes to convince others!
