Southbank Centre / NESTA Fellowships
In 2005 as many of you will know NESTA appointed a CEO called Jonathan Kestenbaum.  As was his right he decided that many of the programmes that had been running successfully for a number of years needed refreshing or closing.  His vision seemed to be to create more of a policy agency rather than a delivery agency though this was not fully articulated at the time.  His expertise was not in the arts and it was not surprising that the arts and particularly investment in talented individuals in the arts suffered in the reshaping.  This is a great pity as there is no other agency that invests money for talent in the arts in this unique, adult way and the NESTA Fellowship Programme for exceptionally talented individuals filled a gap that has re-opened.  However, there were a number of Fellows that were in progress with their awards – stretching forwards to 2012 and these Fellows needed managing.  It was perhaps fortuitous that I moved to the Southbank Centre to start a new Creative Innovation Unit and suggested to the leadership of that organisation that the NESTA Fellows might find a home with them through the work of the CIU.  Wisely, NESTA agreed and a number of Fellows are now stewarded from Southbank Centre by Laura Gardner and I - they are:

Duncan Higgins

Visual Artist

Sarah Maguire


Poet

Jenny Hanson


Musician

Andrew Constantine

Conductor

Graham Barber

Organist

David Rosenberg

Theatre

Louise Wilson


Sound Artist

Jane Harris


Multi Media

Becky Truman


Circus / Sculptor

Dharambir Singh Dhadyalla
Indian Classical Music

Carol Moore


Film

Liz Crow


Film

Christine Borland

Film
Patrick O’Kane


Theatre
Simon Warner


Moving Image

Peter Coates


Stone Sculptor

Mary Robson


Arts / Health / Ethics

Tom Wexler


Media / Visual Arts

Tom Shakespeare

Thinker / Performer

James Francis Brown

Composer

Russell Haswell

Music Maker

Amanda Notiarianni

Glass Artist

Marc Boothe


Film

Julian Crouch


Design

For further details on these Fellows you may go to the NESTA website where you will find them in the Archive but many of them have websites of their own.  I’m proud to be working with NESTA Fellows and pleasing to see many of them have gone on to achieve pioneering projects and partnerships which is exactly what the awards were designed to enable.  

