VENU DHUPA / Biog  (244 Words)
Venu Dhupa is a cultural activist currently working as a creative consultant. Recently, in her role of Director Arts at the British Council she led and completed the first international consultation/review in 25 years on the Council’s global arts strategy.  Prior to that she instigated a Creative Innovation Unit at Southbank Centre, which was imagined as a tool for introducing new thinking and partners to the organisation as well as an organisational development tool.  Former posts include:  Fellowship Director at The UKs National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts, Chief Executive at the Nottingham Playhouse, Producer (Mobile Touring) at the Royal National Theatre.  She was appointed as the inaugural Chair of the East Midlands Cultural Consortium by the Secretary of State at the DCMS a role she held until 2002.  Her career history has always balanced creative exploration and strategy with implementation and delivery.  This has been an important balance in developing a judgement for accountability with risk and her motivation for positive social change.  She has been awarded the prestigious National Asian Woman of Achievement Award for her contribution to the Arts and Culture. 

She is or has been a: Trustee of the Theatres Trust, a Member of University College London’s Heritage Committee, a Governor of Guildford Conservatoire, a Council Member of Loughborough University, a Member of the Institute of Ideas and a Member of the European Cultural Parliament.  She is a patron of the Asha Foundation and the Minorities of Europe.  

