ADVANCE 

ADVANCE is a unique, pioneering programme that is being offered in the UK for the first time, in Shropshire.  It is a hybrid, relevant to the need in Britain today to build skills for business and skills for creativity.  The programme is designed to accelerate skills for business and entrepreneurship in the 18 – 25 year age group and is delivered through the lens of the Creative Industries.  

ADVANCE is a modular, intensive, interactive experience which will be exciting to any young person with a good idea for a business or a creative product or service.  The skills imparted through the modules are transferable across business areas. The modules are carefully developed to enhance the “all round” capacity of the individual. 

There are 9 Modules in total and whether participants want to make a film, start another kind of creative business or secure investment for a product or service, the skills will be relevant for their future journey.  

ADVANCE Modules are paced to:

· Increase theoretical knowledge about the environment for business

· Increase practical skills for employment

· Increase ability and skills to get a business idea off the ground

· Increase ability to think creatively

· Increase understanding of networks and relationships

· Increase confidence, resilience and motivation

· Improve communication skills

The Modules are delivered by industry experts and include:  Practical work, group work, self-reflection, lectures, discussion, one to one meetings, presentations, examination of scenarios and case studies.

During ADVANCE participants will receive assistance to create their own business plans and/or ask questions about existing ventures.  At the end of the programme there will be a chance to share ideas in a “safe environment” and to win prizes.  The best ideas will be given a further opportunity to gain investment to make the ideas ready for public exhibition.

ADVANCE will be carefully evaluated throughout so that the model may be effectively delivered elsewhere in the UK and overseas.  

